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| The pilgrim's companion to the land where Jesus walked |

PILGRIM ROAD COLUMN

RESURRECTION OF
A MONASTERY IN GAZA

PRAY FOR THE PEACE
OF JERUSALEM
David M. Jseger, ofm
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“Words and pictures
that tell the story
of faith, hope and love
in the Holy Land.”

of almsgiving and that of fasting
(Me 6:1-‘,1548); while in Luke,

by Fr Juri Leoni ofm
q i o e i
:“Lord, the use of Christian prayer (Did.
teachus to pay” (Lk 82),is placed in the-
Inthe rmm..nury, the textof  liturgical norms. The author, in
a0 ithog

Rome

he prayer of the Our

Tather is the prayer por

taught by the Lord lor he fine et o very  ourselves from the “hypocrites,”
he disci the Didach ir pi

ilat pray,lke the hyporites
teachings hy an anonymous  the Lord ordered in hi

inthe horizon of the may author, who may have been a  (Did. 82). ult to identify
afthe mbbiof Nazarethof allee Judeo-Chistam, andintendecfor  whether this s passage s directed
in Matthes in the S i against someone in particular or
the Mount, between the practice ~ some converted from paganism.  simply takes up the well-known

excellence. In fact it is «mﬁguw

34 HOLY LAND REVIEW H FALL 2022

FROM THE EDITORI

Lord, teach us to pray

lievers. They are not even always aware that they pray, but they do. Of course,

how we pray, who we pray to and what we pray for will change from one person
to the other. Some will say: “Ill think about you” or, influenced by the New Age: “I will
send you positive thoughts.” It remains a form of prayer.

A Imost everyone | know prays. They are not all Christians. They are not all be-

The impact though is not the same. That's why, as you will
see in this editon, many people consider that we should
learn how to pray. St. Barnabas and St. Hilarion, among
many, many others, spent their life teaching how to get
closer to the Lord. And we can still learn from their exam-
ple today.

In the Holy Land, this truth continues to be thought and
taught. Every school recognizes its responsibility to put
youth in contact with God, to give the young generation
the tools to develop this important relationship that can
lead them to a better life, a life that it makes eternal.

The apostles themselves asked Jesus to teach them how
to pray. Their request gave us the most beautiful prayer, the Our Father. A simple
prayer, amazingly profound, a prayer that unites us. First to God, that is so close to
us that He considers us His children. Then, with one another through this “us” that is
constantly repeated.

Strengthened by this unity, let us pray together for the peace of Jerusalem. Unfortu-
nately, the Christians of the Holy Land continue to face challenges and threats It may
seem useless in front of what appears to be an unending conflict, but | was taught that
when two o three agree to pray on something in Jesus’ name, nothing is impossible
to God.

Fr. David Grenier ofm
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by Samuel Forey On the ground, workers clear The place was discovered in
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crunchofsaws.In put back in place. “If all goes ~ sand nmclmrml sy Columns,
rer, stones well, we will clear these and capitals ar , probably
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Since the early centuries, the Fathers of the Church
have taught and commented on prayer of the

Our Father. From the Didache to Saint Augustine,
its meaning is highlighted. There is no pain or
tribulation, tear or joy, which are not accompanied
and relieved by the most authentic prayer

Fragments of the Didache (POxy. 1782)
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Long hidden under several feet of sand,
Byzantine archaeological remains were unearthed
in this small piece of land in the late 1980s.
Through crisis and wars, they have been patiently
restored. Of primary importance in the history

of Palestine, this monastery allows the Gazites

to rediscover their heritage.
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‘major archacological excavation  lost for 1,500 years, built at a
of the brand new Palestinian pivotal period in history, when
Antiquities Service. A vast Rome vacillated bumm
architectural complex of more
than 10,000 m* (2.5 acres) llllnnon\vasb\\mmlhnmrly
emerged from the sands, and it~ 4th century to a wealthy family
was. It to understand what  in Gaza. He left for Alexandria
The Antiquities the
£ Department then called on the nl/\nllkmylhc sreat,considered
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The Our Father:
Itis the most common Christian prayer. Many learned it during childhood, often on their
other s messiAllChyistars know € 64t nhnt o el st about 7
In this main story 0 offerfood

aspects s prayer:
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Let's take a closer look at the prayer of the Children of God.



