25 July, 2021
MASS TIMES
Saturday, Vigil Mass 6:00 pm
Sunday, Family Mass 10:00 am
Student’s Mass 5:00 pm
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Eucharistic celebrations remain in isolation this weekend. Updated
liturgical celebrations will be posted onto our website or
alternatively accessed direct from the CAM website.

Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time Year B
Mass of Day with Lectionary and Missal texts of Sunday Ord Time 17 Yr B
First Reading: 2 Kgs 4:42-44. Elisha feeds a hundred people with twenty loaves.
Responsorial Psalm. The hand of the Lord feeds us; he answers all our needs.
Second Reading: Eph

4:1-6. Live a life worthy of your calling

Gospel Acclamation: Alleluia, alleluia!
God has visited his people. Alleluia!

Gospel: Jn 6:1-15. Jesus feeds five thousand

A great prophet has appeared among us;

Homily
Well friends, once again we find ourselves in lockdown. So many plans lie in
tatters and we all experience some sense of disappointment. COVID certainly
highlights the fact that we - we are limited and that we can’t do everything that
we want to do - so many things are impossible.
But it is not so with God- for God all things are possible. And God answers our
stories of limitedness with another story of plenty and abundance.
This is beautifully illustrated in the Gospel today- we are told that a large
crowd has gathered to listen to Jesus and Jesus says to the apostle Philip,
“Where can we buy some bread for these people to eat?” He didn’t say
anything about money but Philip immediately sees the limitation- two
hundred denarii- that’s about six months’ salary and that wouldn’t even give
them enough to eat. It’s impossible!
Then Andrew points out a small boy in the crowd- again amongst five
thousand - one little boy this is surely another symbol of limitedness and
inadequacy - then almost comically the boy produces five pieces of bread and
a couple of sardines- this is hilarious there are five thousand people to feedIt’s impossible!
But we know the story- Jesus blesses the food and hands it out- everyone has
enough to eat and there are stacks of leftovers.
The little that the people had was impossible to feed them and to address their
needs- but when they took the little they had and handed it over to Jesus there
was more than enough for every-body.
The Gospel then calls on us to hand all that we have – with its limitations and
shortcomings, with its inadequacies and failings, with its sadness and griefand hand it over to Jesus. And Jesus will not only fill our deepest hungers and
quench our greatest thirsts but will do so with reckless abandon and with an
abundance that we could barely even imagine. All we need to do is trust.

Joe

World Day for Grandparents
Sunday, 25 July 2021, has been designated by Pope Francis, as the First World Day for Grandparents
and the Elderly (Ord Time 17). It coincides with the Feast of Saints Joachim and Anne, grandparents of
Jesus, on July 26. Occurring in the Year of Amoris Laetitia Family 2021-22 with the theme, ‘I am with
you always’, the day draws attention to the vital role grandparents and the elderly play in our
communities and in the mission of the Church.
You can read more by visiting https://archedinburgh.org/pope-francis-message-for-world-day-forgrandparents-and-the-elderly/.( Pope Francis’ letter to Grandparents and elderly is a beautiful read).

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Approaching next week is National Vocations Awareness Week 2021 1 - 8 August
Vocations come from families, communities and parishes. Strong families and communities are the
place where vocations are first nurtured., Let us pray for all families in our parish, and for those
preparing for marriage.
(More on this next weekend)
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

The funeral of Christopher Thomas, a faithful member of
the Church community, took place in St Carthage’s last
Wednesday 21st July.
‘Dr

Christopher Thomas usually came to the 10 am
Mass, and many would remember him.
Chris had lived with brain tumours for some years, but
still came to Mass at St Carthages despite the suffering.
Due to lockdown, only 10 were permitted at his funeral,
but many Parishioners will be grateful for the life and
radiant smile he always had.’ (Heather Weedon)

As part of St Carthage’s commitment to the safety and well-being of all vulnerable
people, just a friendly reminder to observe the signs around the Church grounds
regarding all children to be accompanied by an adult at all times

